Summary of Mission Rhino 2020 Movement Activities and outputs
Team for Nature and Wildlife (TNW), working for the conservation of endangered wildlife species since its inception has launched "Mission Rhino 2020 Movement" on 23rd September 2009(National Conservation Day) to save the Rhino with youth led activism. This is the first youth movement for rhino conservation in the conservation history of Nepal.

On 23rd September 2011, TNW released this report after analysis of the activities carried out after 23rd September 2009 till 23rd September 2011 for two years.
1) TNW made Parliament to take action against the amnesty to wildlife criminals
Case:

In 2005, a notorious poacher named Yakche was arrested. He admitted to killing at least 25 rhinos, but he and more than 100 poachers were able to get out of prison in 2010 after serving only a five-year sentence—10 years less than the punishment set by the law.
TNW investigation:

TNW investigated into this case after the TNW came to know that Appellate Court delivered a verdict to get the notorious poachers out of prison. TNW investigation found that the then Chief Judge of Appellate Court (current temporary justice of Supreme Court) Mr. Girish Chandra Lal had delivered faulty and ill-intentioned verdicts on several cases of Rhino poaching. He had reduced the jail terms for about 100 highly notorious poachers implicated in 42 cases of rhino poaching and waived fines on them. Likewise, The District Attorney also sent the appeal very late to the Attorney General’s Office and the Supreme Court dismissed it saying that the time provided by the Act to appeal the case had expired. As a result, the poachers got ground to be released. 

The TNW investigation found that there was a conspiracy behind the release of notorious poachers. Then, TNW published articles on national newspapers to make the people aware and clear on the behind the scene conspiracy to get the poachers out of prison, filed an application in Legal Council to take legal action against the Chief Judge, asked the Parliamentary Committee of Natural Resources and Means of Constituent Assembly to take action against the Chief Judge and filed a case against the District Attorney in the Office of Attorney General (OAG) and Commission for the Investigation of Abuse of Authority (CIAA).
In response to the TNW written complain, Parliamentary Committee of Natural Resources and Means of Constituent Assembly also investigated this case. Upon completion of the field investigation, the Parliamentary Committee organized a stakeholders meeting on rhino conservation. The parliamentarians/law makers also made a conclusion that there was a conspiracy by the Chief Judge and District Attorney. The Parliamentary Committee made an official decision and publicly declared to take action against the Chief Judge.
On 8th November 2010, the Parliamentary Committee of Natural Resources and Means & Team for Nature and Wildlife (TNW) jointly asked in written form to the Parliamentary Hearing Special Committee not to approve the nomination of Justice Girish Chandra Lal to the position of the permanent Justice of the Supreme Court stating the bench of the then Chief Judge of the Hetauda Appellate Court Girish Chandra Lal had given five years jail-term and had not imposed any fine on the poachers on November 17, 2009, going against the evidences provided by the panel set up by the Parliamentary Committee on Natural Resources to study the challenges in curbing Rhino poaching.

At the same time, TNW also submitted some recommendations on rhino conservation as per the request by the Parliamentary Committee. The Committee later submitted the recommendations to the Government of Nepal.

In this case, TNW has been able to strongly draw the attention of the parliament and the parliamentary committee has taken action accordingly.

Similarly, the Office of Attorney General (OAG) immediately took departmental action against the District Attorney. He had sent the appeal very late to the Attorney General’s Office and the Supreme Court dismissed it saying that the time provided by the Act to appeal the case had expired.  As a result, the notorious poachers were released from the prison.

2)Reaction against Anti-wildlife Action

Team for Nature and Wildlife (TNW) Nepal in coordination with Indigenous Ethnic Society, Chitwan organized a stakeholders' meeting on Appellate Court's decision to reduce the jail terms of some of the highly notorious rhino poachers.

The program was held under the program titled "Reaction against Anti-wildlife Action" at Hotel Global in Bharatpur-10, Chitwan on 15 July 2009. The main objective of the program was to discuss on the development of future strategies to take action against the judicial decision to provide amnesty to the notorious wildlife criminals.

The program sensitized the local stakeholders and further energized the local people to advocate strongly against the amnesty to notorious wildlife poachers. The local people and organizations had submitted 0.1 million signatures to the Prime Minister of Nepal with a request not to offer judicial and political amnesty to the poachers. (Separate report is attached on this program)
3) National Youth Alliance for Rhino Conservation formed and submitted memorandum to Parliamentary Committee
Being a youth led environmental organization, TNW made up a strategy to educate, inspire and involve as many youth as possible to make the conservation movement effective. In this regard, TNW formed “National Youth Alliance for Rhino Conservation (NYARC)” on 2nd June, 2010 in the ‘Youth Assembly on Rhino Conservation” organized by TNW at CV Raman Auditorium, Kathmandu University in coordination with the Environmental Science students from Kathmandu University.

On 13th July 2010, the NYARC submitted a Memorandum to the Chairperson of the Parliamentary Committee on Natural Resources and Means urging the government to amend the existing law for tougher punishment to the poachers and declare one horned rhino as a Bio-heritage of Nepal.  The Chairperson said “we will hold consultation with the Ministry of Forests and Soil Conservation and propose amendment to the existing law”. (Himalayan News Service)

4) First Silent Protest Rally in the conservation history of Nepal
Team for Nature and Wildlife (TNW) organized a "Silent Protest Rally”, the first silent protest rally in the conservation history of Nepal on 30th November 2010(Tuesday). The rally proceeded to the Central Zoo from Patan Krishna Mandir at 12:00 noon. The rally was attended by more than 100 youth. Finally, the rally was concluded by having mourning silence for 20 minutes for the rhinos killed by the poachers in the past. 

The rally was intended to protest against the permanent appointment of Girish Chandra Lal (Supreme Court Justice) by the government despite the objection and case filed by the "Parliamentary Committee of Natural Resources and Means" and "Team for Nature and Wildlife (TNW)". Girish Chandra Lal had reduced the jail terms of the notorious rhino poachers taking legal decision against the wildlife law and ignoring the norms of legal system.

5) TNW made the Attorney General to take an initiative on wildlife crime control
With an objective to bring legal bodies and authorities into the mainstream of wildlife conservation, Team for Nature and Wildlife (TNW) organized an Interaction based program on “The role of Judiciaries to control wildlife crimes” on 25th March 2011(Chaitra 11, 2067), Friday at 3:00 PM at Nepal Bar Association.

Dr. Yuva Raj Sangraula, the Attorney General was the Chief Guest and main speaker of the program. Additionally, some senior judges and justices from the Supreme Court and Nepal Bar Association were also the speakers. In the program, TNW had asked the Attorney General, advocates/judges/justices to strongly work to control wildlife crimes and against the amnesty to the wildlife criminals or poachers under the influence of political and judicial power. The Attorney General Publicly asked TNW to provide a list of things to do to within 10 days to control wildlife poaching and crimes. Then, TNW submitted a list of things to do. Accordingly, the Attorney General took started taking initiative and strong action on wildlife crime and criminals related cases.
6) Attorney General’s action on Chari case
On 8th July, notorious don Dinesh Adhikari ´Chari´ was arrested by Central Investigation Bureau (CIB) for selling 950 grams rhino horn. Adhikari, who is a local-level leader of CPN-UML in Dhading, was arrested and released many times in the past on a variety of criminal charges, but he was always released owing to political connections. Among the seven arrested with Adhikari is Dipak Hamal of Dhading, who is a section deputy commander the Maoist PLA. The police then handed over them to Chitwan National Park (CNP) for further investigation and legal action.

TNW came to know that the high level politicians gave pressure to release the criminals. Then TNW published an article on national daily “ Nagarik Daily” on 14th July 2011 titled “Don’t let Chari to fly”  so as to draw the attention of concerned people. At the same time, TNW requested the Attorney General to play active and vital role in this case to punish the criminals. Accordingly, the Attorney General emailed all the people to jointly work together to protect Rhino and punish the wildlife criminals. The Attorney General on 11th August, 2011 formally requested the Commission for the Investigation of Abuse of Authority (CIAA) to probe the case and punish the criminals. The case is still under investigation by CIAA. On 17th July, 2011 TNW had also submitted an online Memorandum to the Department of National Parks and Wildlife Conservation (DNPWC), Ministry of Forest and Soil Conservation to punish the criminals by genuinely investigating the case.
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